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Given the current level of interest m platelet- 
activating factor (PAF), it was perhaps inevitable 
that this mediator would generate its own interna- 
tional conference. By designating the meetmg that 
took place in Paris in June 1983 as the 1st Interna- 
tional Symposium on the topic it is clear that fur- 
ther such events are planned together presumably 
with subsequent appearance of the pubhshed pro- 
ceedmgs. If this is to happen I can only express the 
hope that the organisers make a better attempt 
than with this volume, which consists of some 42 
articles covering various facets of the chemistry, 
biochemistry, physiology and pathology of PAF. 
All the articles are prepared in a camera-ready for- 
mat and are of a more or less uniform length (10 
pages or less) making clear the brief which was 
given to the authors. There is no record of the 
discussions which one assumes may have taken 
place even in such a crowded programme. As one 
would expect he coverage of the various aspects of 
PAF is reasonably comprehensive and the volume 
will be of some use to anyone wishing to get an 
idea of what was going on in this field in 1983. 
However, the nature of some of the articles makes 
it unlikely that the data they contain would have 
survived critical scrutiny in a reputable journal. 
There 1s also no article which attempts to set the 
scene and to try to bring together mto a coherent 
picture the various facets of the involvement of 
PAF in, say, inflammation and haemostasis, or to 
discuss the biosynthesis and metabolism of PAF in 
the general context of membrane lipid metabolism. 
The absence of such longer and more evaluative ar- 
ticles (which would correspond to plenary lectures 
at the symposium) together with the lack of record- 
ed discussion mean that this book has little general 
value. Furthermore, It will almost certainly be out- 
of-date in a short time given the pace of progress 
m this field. I cannot therefore see it being of much 
use except to those most acutely interested in the 
PAF field and even for them I would have thought 
that other methods of obtaming the information 
from the orlginal sources would give the same 
results at a lower cost. 
M.C. Scrutton 
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